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This is a research on the features of the political reforms carried out from the
late 18th to early 19th century at the Yonezawa domain, the Kumamoto omain, the Sendai domain and the
Sakura domain and of their ideologies.

After the middle of the 18th century, the word "huzoku" began to be used when the reforms were discussed.
In those days the "huzoku™ meant political and social morals and generally accepted practices. And the
discrimination between the good "huzoku" and the bad one generally became a criteria for the evaluation
of governing abilities among the reformers. They aimed to lead to the ideal "huzoku,"™ focusing on the
ideas they made much account of, that, "kou"(filial piety), "fukoku-anmin"(national enrichment and public
peace). These ideas can be thought to lead to the theories of "chu-ko"(loyalty and filial piety) and
"fukoku-kyohei*(a rich country with a strong army).
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