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Research Conducted bK Independent Confucian Scholars of Modern Osaka: Focusing
on their Classical Chinese Scholarship as well as their Social and Political
Activities
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This study investigated the features of the keigaku of Yamamoto Baigai and
Nishimura Tenshu, two independent Confucian scholars based in Osaka during the modern period. In his
work The Analects of Confucius: A Personal View, Baigai developed a theory of civil liberties and
the right to resist. He was able to construct a modern style keigaku by fusing western philosophical
thought with traditional Confucian concepts. Tenshu;, influenced by Qing period scholarship
combined both traditional and modern scholarship in his Collected Interpretations of the Analects of
Confucius.
The Confucianism revival movement was also investigated by examining cooperation between independent
Confucian scholars. An example of this cooperation can be seen in the activities of the Taiseikai
society founded by Fujisawa Nangaku. After Baigai joined the Taiseikai, their activities expanded
igtg pgblic speaking, publishing, as well as the holding of ceremonial rites for the commemoration
of Confucius.
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