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This research explored a mechanism of weapons selection during a war to
offer an explanation for why certain conflict zones suffer intensely from particular forms of war
damage, such as destruction by bombing and landmine contamination. We first developed a formal model

in which adversaries seeking post-war rents choose between destructive and contaminating forms of
fighting, depending on the nature of rents and their political institutions. The implications of the

model were verified by a statistical analysis using the data on the Cambodian Civil War. The
analysis demonstrated strong positive associations between agricultural productivity and the number
of airstrikes, and between the proximity to gem deposits and landmine contamination. We also
conducted a survey experiment and confirmed that respondents’ decision of employing nuclear arms in
the context of a hypothetical nuclear war depends on the nature of rents and the size of their
winning coalition.
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