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Reconstruction of a history of monotheism based upon a disconvered synagogue in
the Galilee in Israel

Ichikawa, Hiroshi

28,500,000

A meeting room excavated at Tel-Rekhesh of the Galilee in Israel proved to
be a synagogue that was probably erected in the middle of the first century C.E., about the same
period of the activity of Jesus of Nazareth, and abandoned by the second half of the next century.
Similar to those first century C.E. synagogues found so far in Israel, it was a simple room with cut

stone seats along the walls. The identification of such a simple room with a synagogue was attested
by the fact that most Jews in Judea became so conscious of observing the Jewish divine Law at that
time and this narrow site of Galilee was populated by those Jews. We concluded that the construction
of a synagogue was part of ‘ Judaisation’ of the Galilee in the sense that Galilean Jewish people
began to organize daily life according to the divine precepts: they were very sensitive in
abstaining ritual impurity and made use of stone vessels and rids of utensils which would reflect
the Mishnaic concepts of ritual purity.
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