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Provenance study of natron glass found in Japan using strontium isotopes

TAMURA, Tomomi
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The provenance study of the glass artifacts using the Sr isotoEe ratio is
actively conducted in Western countries, mainly targeting the artifacts excavated in the
Mediterranean world.

In this study, we conducted an Sr isotope analysis of glass artifacts excavated in Japan and
attempted to identify the provenance. In particular, we focused on "Group SI" glass, which is likely
to have been produced in the Mediterranean world, and "Group SIV" glass, which is similar to Natron
glass, but is considered to be from South to Southeast Asia judging from the trace elements and
bead-making techniques. As a result, it was confirmed that Group Sl is certainly "Natron glass"
produced in the Mediterranean world, but Group SIV is not genuine "Natron glass™.
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Distribution of products and transfer of bead-making technology of potash glass
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Ancient glass beads excavated in Japan and along the Silk Road
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The Ancient East-West Corridor of Mainland Southeast Asia
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