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_Kokin kyooroku_ (Record for teaching the barbarian zither) is a two-volume

instructor”s manual for the four-stringed lute biwa, recording the teachings of Nakahara no Ariyasu.

It was compiled in the early 13th century by one of his students, probably his adopted son
Kageyasu. Our collaborative research project attempted a comprehensive study of the source, dealing
with the text (rare manuscript copies of the second volume written mainly in kanji, and multiple
manuscript copies of both volumes written mainly in kana), the people and events mentioned in it,
and its instructions regarding biwa performance and related music theory. An annotated version of
the first volume is planned. A symposium devoted to the source was given at the joint meeting of the
Japanese societies for Buddhist literature and narrative tales in December 2019; the results were
published in the 2021 issues of the journals of both societies. A volume of essays, with full

versions of each paper, is in preparation.
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