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Comprehensive research for social complication in_the early pastoral nomads and
reconstruction of east-west trade routes in Eurasia
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1The study examined the social complexity of mobile pastoralists and nomads,
primarily in the eastern steppe region, concerning the development of trade networks and changes in
the burial system. The results indicate that a trade route spanning east to west across the Altai
Mountains was established in the northern Mongolian Plateau by 1100 BC, while a north-south route
from the Minusinsk Basin to the Great Wall area also emerged. This trade network further expanded
westward during the Xiongnu period. In contrast to the development of this trade network, the study
revealed that high-rank burials with abundant funeral goods only became prevalent during the Xiongnu
era. Large cemeteries at strategic transport locations suggest that controlling transportation

routes held significant importance for mobile pastoralists, and that the extent of their power could
not be determined solely based on their funeral possessions.
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