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Text communities constituted through the oral: a study of the religious
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This research project aimed to explore the features of religious practices
related to Buddhist manuscripts among the Buddhist minorities in mainland Southeast Asia. We focused
the pluralization of Theravada Buddhist tradition which share Pali, the sacred language of
scriptures, through the manuscripts-recitation in vernacular language at local situations in
mainland Southeast Asia. In this research we collected and analyzed the data on the religious
practices of Buddhist minorities such as Mon in Myanmar, Singpo (Kachin) in the borderland between
India and Myanmar, and Shan in Northern Thailand. In addition to the religious practices of the
Buddhist minorities, we collected the basic data on the palm-leaf manuscripts of history of Arakan
kingdom.
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