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The Anthropological Study on the practice of Chinese Theravada Buddhist in Malaysia
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This research focuses on the localization of Theravada Buddhism in Malaysia,
examining the practices of Chinese devotees and monks. Although Malaysia is not
traditionally considered as the part of Theravada Buddhism Sphere, there exist the
Thai, Burmese and Sri Lankan Theravada Buddhist temples and the practice of
Theravada Buddhism tradition which were brought by earlier Thai, Burmese and Sri
Lankan immigrants, their monks in the early 20th century. Additionally, the
new-established Theravada Buddhist Centers which are founded by the Chinese
monks and devotees is the new aspect of the development of Theravada Buddhism in
Malaysia in recent years.

This research demonstrated the process of the establishment of the Theravada
Buddhist Centers and their activities, diversified practices of Chinese monks and
devotees as well as the role of them on the development of Theravada Buddhism in
Malaysia. To conclude, I would like to say that the new-established Theravada
Buddhist Centers founded by the Chinese monks and devotees, as well as the presence
of the Chinese devotees have become the considerable part of the localization of
Theravada Buddhism in Malaysia.
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