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Franciscan Art: lconography of the Holy Spirit and of Spiritual Franciscans
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In this research, paintings from the 13th and 14th centuries, all remaining in
Assisi, Siena, Naples, Padua, and Fidenza and related to St. Francis of Assisi and the Franciscan Order,
are analyzed to illustrate the extent to which Observants® or extreme Spirituals® thoughts affected the
iconography of the Last Judgment and glory of Heaven, as well as Franciscan missionary and martyrdom
scenes. Since the ﬁaintings are also shown to have revealed the Church®s orthodoxy when exhibited in
public places, both aspects should be considered in understanding the paintings amid their historical
backgrounds.
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