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Role of IL-17 in rheumatoid arthritis and the mechanism of site-specific joint destr
uction
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To determine the percentage of IL-17-positeive cells and IL-17-expressing cell typ

es in the rheumatoid synovium, immunohistochemical staining for IL-17 and its cell markers such as CCR6 or
CD3 was performed. The ratio of IL-17-positive cells was independent of disease activity, and the percent

age of IL-17+CCR6+- and IL-17+CD3+- cells was less than 10%. Then, we explored correlation between relativ
e expression levels of TNF-alpha, IFN-gamma, and IL-17 mRNA. TNF-alpha expression levels were strongly cor
related with IFN-gamma; however, no significant correlation was detected between TNF-alpha and IL-17. Corr

elgtion bgtween IFN-gamma and IL-17 expression levels was also explored, but no significant correlation wa
s detected.
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