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Experimental study on perception of the length contrast in Japanese: learning
process of the effects of prosodic information
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Perceptual experiments were conducted to examine whether the perception of
Japanese vowellength is affected by suprasegmental and temporal factors, including the fundamental
frequency (F0) of vowels, phonetic duration and perceived phonological length of the adjacent
segments. Native listeners of Japanese participated in the experiments. The results suggest that, in
addition to vowel duration, various factors such as dynamic FO, phonetic duration and perceived
phonological length of the adjacent segments, position in a word, and dialects affect the perception
of Japanesevowel length.
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