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Preschool children®s play that develops their attitudes for learning

SUMIYA, Shiori
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This study examined whether preschool children’ s “ totally-absorbed play”
develops their attitudes for learning. From April 2013 to March 2016, teachers of a kindergarten
used their practical knowledge to make a note of children’ s free play every week and estimated them

on a five point scale. They also answered a questionnaire about the children of their classes every
January for three years. Three common key words were found for totally absorbed plaK: “ being
involved in,” *“ trial and error,” and “ cooperation.” In the three years, those who frequently
joined in “ totally absorbed play” were found to have increased social skills, curiosity,
foresight, and self-expression, which also helped in developing their cooperative problem-solving
skills. Those who were often involved in the “ totally-absorbed play” showed higher attitudes for
learning. The first graders who had graduated from this kindergarten showed higher “ creative
thinking” and “ curiosity and openness.”
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