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lent progress has been achieved in innovative field research in all four areas, including the securing of
environmental core samples from 19 distant localities. This is an enormous technical and logistical
task. Correlation of a consistent set of paleoenvironmental data with information from new excava-
tions will lead to clearer understanding of global and local climatic changes and their impact on the
Pacific world. Itis also exceptionally important to provide training for a cohort of young environmen-

tal and archaeological scientists who can foster a general awareness of the Circum Pacific region and
its contribution to world history. Publications of all teams in the past 3 years show an exceptionally
high level of significant scholarly productivity and outreach.

In my area of expertise, the Ryukyu Islands, the contribution of geomorphology is of great potential
significance. The feasibility of using marine sediments from shallow areas, rather than deep sea or
lake bottom cores, will be of particular interest. Three critical aspects of Ryukyu prehistory are
addressed: the transition from the Late Shellmound Period to the Gusuku Period (Fensa Site), early
habitation of the Sakishima Islands (Nagahaka Site), and the economic base of the mediaeval Gusuku
Site Group of Kikaishima. The support of a young interdisciplinary team of researchers in Okinawa,
whose agenda is independent of the constraints of government cultural properties agencies, is an
important step in building research capacity, in tandem with other groups. All groups have made
major efforts to bring their results to the public. | look forward to reading about human responses
to environmental challenges in the Pacific region, and the contribution of these studies to ongoing
debates.



