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The research project The Essence of Urban Civilization: An Interdisciplinary Study of the Origin and
Transformation of Ancient West Asian Cities takes an interdisciplinary approach to the research of the early
urbanisation of West Asia and its effects up to the medieval era. It is divided into five thematic fields and six
research groups that look at different aspects. In addition to the archaeological and philological sources, various
proxies are evaluated to reconstruct the natural environmental conditions, the basis of subsistence, and the fabrics
of urban settlements. From all these sources, the essence of urban civilisations in Western Asia is to be tapped. The
very question of the project is of extraordinary importance, as the basic concept of urban civilisation in human
history began in West Asia and it is still not fully understood under what circumstances it came about and how it
developed over the millennia. Due to the complexity of the data basis and the research question, the
interdisciplinary approach is very welcome and probably the only promising one to achieve the set goals. The
working groups are very well defined according to the complexity of the topic, and clearly structured, so that they
promise to deliver important special results, which will then lead to deeper insights in a cross-analysis. From my
personal point of view, not only the discourse between Near Eastern Archaeology and Assyriology, that means
Philology, is particularly welcome, but also that between researchers who work on Mesopotamia and those who
deal with Egypt. This juxtaposes the two oldest human civilisations and questions the parallels and differences
between their respective histories of urbanization.

June 14, 2023

Prof. Dr. Mirko Novak

Institut fiir Archdologische Wissenschaften

Abteilung Vorderasiatische Archdologie

Universitit Bern
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