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Through plenary sessions, unit research, and international conferences, we
promoted collaboration, sharing of results, and discussion among members to achieve the primary goal
of our project to establish an integrated collaborative research system that transcends regional
and disciplinary boundaries.
Our unique approach to the formation of culture as a system of knowledge, supported by the material
environment produced by people, with a comparative study of the actual conditions in the Japanese
archipelago, Mesoamerica, the Andes, and Oceania, made us clarify the characteristics of each area
and a universal mechanism of the formation of civilizations.
By comparing the results obtained from various fields, we developed a triadic niche construction
model that integrates biological and cultural perspectives to understand the formation of
civilizations. This model presents a consistent view of human history that links the past and
present.
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