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Cross-talk between moving cells and microenvironment as a basis of emerging order
in multicellular system
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This new research area (2010-2014) aimed at understanding how order in
multicellular systems emerges from randomly moving cells as they interact with their surroundings. The
executive committee (Sokatsu—Hang actively promoted inter-communication between researchers differing in
background and type of cells to be asked. For example, we supported travels of young investigators to be
technically helped by senior scientists in other institutes/universities. We also encouraged and helped
young scientists organize and meet together to intimately make borderless discussions. These efforts
promoted interdisciplinary collaborations, and led to publication of many papers in which several members
that had never collaborated with each other newly joined together to demonstrate how moving cells
generate order. Therefore, we believe that our coordination worked very efficiently and appropriately.
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