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In the Yangzhe Delta as a centre of rice domestication, we investigated
human remains for morphology, paleopathology, and isotope ecology. It was thought that the
development of rice agriculture was slow and passive there, we found an increased frequency of
infant stress marker and intensive management of domesticated pigs in the early stage of the
Neolithic period. Long trends of physical movement and diet were also recognized in limb morphology
and lipids extracted from pottery, and the influence of remote cultures were recognized in the
pattern of tooth ablation and diverse isotopic signals. Especially, the foreigners from far-places
found at Liangzhu city site is important to understand the emergence of urbanization. On the other
hand the oldest evidence of spinal caries suggests the risk of urbanization in this area.
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