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In order for democracy to actually function as an system, a huge community
of "people™ or "nation" as the subject of democracy is indispensable. How has the media, which
enables us to imagine an imaginary national community in our minds, shaped the memory shared by the
people, and Japan®s cultural policy in the postwar period? By analyzing dramas and documentaries on
colonial rule and war on television and film, and comparing them with those in Europe and with those

in China and Korea, it was suggested that a major turning point occurred in the 1970s, and that
colonial rule itself needs to be considered in a different context than in Europe.
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