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This project resulted in construction of a global-scale database (NeanderDB),
which documents more than 3200 Middle and Upper Paleolithic excavated sites across Africa and Eurasia
dated to between 200 and 20 kya. A critical evaluation of the spatio-temporal contexts of the compiled
data revealed regionally varied replacement and assimilation processes of the two populations, suggesting
their possible co-existence and cultural interaction.

The study also investigated potential differences in learning behaviors of the two populations in an
effort to test the “ learning hypothesis” . The results show that it is too simplistic to postulate
innate cognitive differences as the single force accounting for replacement of the Neanderthals. The

* learning hypothesis” proposed in 2009 now needs to be updated, taking into consideration non-innate
social issues, including the population size and social organization, as important factors affecting
learning behavior in the two population groups.
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