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Investigations into psychoneuroimmunology-relevant microendophenotypes of
psychiatric disorders
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An intra-field collaborative research with Kida group (A03) has identified
microglial cytokine production profiles as microendophenotypes of formation and maintenance of fear
memory utilizing a mouse model of posttraumatic stress disorder. Also, a research with Hashimoto
group (A02) has indicated altered methylation pattern of glial cell-related gene loci as the
pathogeneses of schizophrenia caused by immune stress on maternal body during a fetal period.
Furthermore, technologies to identify subpopulations of immune cells related to psychiatric
disorders, and an immune-related microendophenotype relevant to the efficacy of a mood stabilizer
were developed.
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