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Study for Construction of Community-based Care System by “Geography of Social
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In this study, to establish geographical studies of social security,
Japanese geographers who typically work individually cooperated to conduct an empirical study on the
construction of community-based care systems, which is a major focus of social security policy in
Japan. First, using techniques of geo-visualization in GIS, we systematically elucidated the large
regional disparities in welfare, medical services, and social resources in Japan. Second, we
clarified the characteristics, construction processes and problems of community-based care systems
of various municipalities with different regional characteristics as well as care targets from the
viewpoint of local governance. The results yielded by this collaborative approach exceed in scope

and complexity those that can be achieved by conventional research by individuals working on their
own.
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