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Creating Digital Archives from Existing Manor Village Information and
Establishing a Research Method within Current IT Environments
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Ever since Tashibunosho (Bungotakada-shi% became a pilot model for
conducting pioneering research on manors in the 1980s with the goal of preserving sites, the current
mangglmodel Minonokuni Ooinosho (Ogaki-shi) is likely to make advanced research on this subject
possible.

Tashibunosho is maintained by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries as a rural
museum project; efforts to preserve and use it have increased after it was selected by the Council
for Cultural Affairs as an important cultural landscape. In the case of Minonokuni Ooinosho,
research was conducted using GIS software and incorporated the millennium village theory, which
fuses literature and science. This research made it possible to trace its creation, development, and

extinction, which conventional research methods were unable to reveal. The findings also revealed
how the structure of these manors were preserved as they transformed into castle towns during the
early modern period.
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