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International comparative approach to the relationship between mounded-tomb
building and society utilizing the resources of Japan®s kofun research

FUKUNAGA, Shin®ya
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The goal of this research was to utilize the significant amount of Japan®s
Kofun-period archaeological material in order to clarify the historical significance of mounded-tomb
building within human history. Comparison with the mounded-tomb building cultures of the world
revealed that the mounded tomb (kofun) culture of Japan was unique: not only is Japan home to the
greatest number of mounded tombs throughout the world measuring over 200m in length, but the shape
and size of the tombs represented the political hierarchy centered on the paramount King.
Furthermore, this unique nature of the kofun culture derived from the fact that Japan®s state
formation was accomplished through regional consolidation rather than through warfare, and that this
widespread integration was represented in a set of shared mortuary rituals.
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