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An Anthropological Study of Whaling Cultures in the Globalizing World:Conflicts
between the Succession of Whaling Tradition and Anti-whaling Movement

Kishigami, Nobuhiro
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Human beings have hunted whales in various ﬁlaces on the earth for more than
5000 years. However, the whaling 1s currently threatened by anti-whaling movements and climate
change on a global scale. This study records several types of whaling activities and cultures
ethnographically based on field research in Alaska, Arctic Canada, Greenland Faroe Islands, Norway,
Iceland, and Japan among others, and compares several problems faced with the whaling and its
futures in the areas. Although human relationships with whales have been changed drastically for the

last half century, whaling activities are turned out to form a basis for their cultural identity
among a lot of contemporary Indigenous and local fishermen societies across the world.
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