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This research project aimed to investigate the changes of contemporary
Indian society by focusing on the elevation of people from the lower strata and the rise and
presence of local leaders among them. In particular, we focused on: 1) the belief in the “ Sants,”
religious figures who belonged to or had relationships within the lower strata communities, 2) the
economic elevation of the people from the lower strata who started their own businesses, 3) Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) activities by those in the elite class, such as lawyers and social
activists, about the rights and challenges of the people in the lower strata, and 4) the ideology
and thoughts of national and local leaders that have influenced the people and the movements.
The changes of the political, economic, and religious situations of those in the lower strata and

the changing circumstances in society are interconnected, and this tendency could lead to a

fundamental transformation of society as a whole.
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