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Reconsidering elementary concepts for the study of religious thoughts: A
theoretical and genealogical study of "mysticism® and its relevant concepts
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Based upon self-reflective considerations from the perspectives of
conceptual history and genealogy that have been made in religious studies since the 1960"s, the
present research has attempted to trace certain concepts traditionally used in scholarly studies on
religious thoughts (especially * mysticism’ and its relevant concepts) back to discursive contexts
of their emergence, with the result of the recognition that they have been located in the midst of
European religio-cultural history since the 17th century, rather than being a term elaborated for
the purpose of scholarly describing and analyzing certain phenomena. Simultaneously, this
recognition also illustrates the relationship between religious features of

‘ a?ademe' and academic features of * religion’ , especially in ‘ modernity’ often supposed to be
secular.
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