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This research clarifies the iconoclasm that was the mode of image
destruction and examines its significance in various aspects of modern Japanese art and visual
culture. In modern Japan, though social changes such as political upheavals, wars, and disasters
created new images, they also affected physical or mental destruction. The records and
representations of destruction formed the image of destruction itself, while the images of
destruction are further destroyed by oblivion and repression. Through empirical research, this study

foregrounds the moment of the end of the image--iconoclasm--which contributes to the study of
Japanese modern art and image history and reexamines the cultural history of modern Japanese visual
culture.
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