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Cultural Networks of Ise Merchants in Early Modern Japan: Research on the
Letters of Sekisui Museum Collection.
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Sekisui Museum in Tsu, Mie, has tens of thousands of the historical
resources handed down from the Kawakita family, who were one of the richest cotton merchants from
Ise (present-day, Mie) in early modern Japan. Our project has been to build up a digital epistolary

archive of about 4600 letters of the Kawakitas, then to publish a new catalogue and to examine them
in detail to understand the networks of Ise merchants.

Our 5 years project uncovered in result that the Kawakitas had wide-ranging correspondence and
shared interests in various kinds of knowledge with people: classical scholars, philologists,
antiquaries, Shinto priest, poets, artists, botanists, experts in the tea ceremony, craftsmen and
bibliophiles. Their networks have spread across not only social boundaries but geographical borders.

Ise wasn"t large city but was one of the richest and the geographically central region of Japan.
Our findings can contribute to illuminate the unknown aspects of early modern Japan
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