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Language typology based on motion event descriptions: A crosslinguistic
experimental study.
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Languages exhibit interesting commonalities and variation in the description
of spatial motion. Previous studies have focused on whether Path of motion is expressed in the main
verb or other elements. However, the coding of Path depnds on the types of Paths described. In this
study various Path types are examined through a video-based production experiment conducted in 10
languages. The results show that, crosslinguisticallu, UP/DOWN are most likely to be expressed in

the main verb, while TO, FROM, and ALONG are least likely expressed in that position. Thus different
Paths can form a scale in terms of the likelihood of being expressed in the main verb position.
This finding allows us to formulate differences found among languages in more accurate and

intersting ways.
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