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Developing a web-based system for simplifying and rewriting Japanese polysemous
words and phrases
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This research was undertaken to improve and expand the functions of the web
based rewriting system known as Yasashikuna-re (a system for rewriting Japanese words into
simplified words). Specifically, the research aimed at the inclusion of polysemic words (words with
multiple meanings) and word phrases (such as idioms) to broaden the range of words that can be
simplified. In order to include polysemic words and word phrases, the authors developed a semantic
meaning identifier application based on previous research on semantic patterns found in these words,

and then integrated this application into the system. The new version of Yasashikuna-re shows a
screen with both the simplified results and the original sentence. In the case of words that are not
amenable to simplification for various reasons, these words are marked with notes in a balloon
format on the screen giving the definition of the word in easy Japanese. The new system is available
with open access on the web.
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