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A Longitudinal Study on the Acquisition of Post-Modified Structures Based on a
Focus-on-Form Approach at Elementary and Junior High Schools
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This is a three-year longitudinal comparative study of two different approaches to teaching
English to Japanese learners for three years,from Grade 6 through Grade 8, in two different
prefectures.

The target structure is post-modification, which is in sharp contrast with its grammatical
structure in Japanese (e.g., a cat in the box: ). Two methods are employed,
an original® Focus-on-Form’ approach and a standard PPP (Presentation-Practice-Production) method.

The study verifies that the Focus-on-Form approach, in which the learners are conscious of the
final goal of the lessons and get involved in message-focused tasks, is more effective in raising
test scores for speaking and writing (word-order rearrangement). This positive effect is confirmed
in questionnaires on the learners® attitudes toward communication.
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