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This study explored change and continuity in the culture of music and sound,
as it related to social transformations in Japan from the early modern to modern periods. This
project examined the patterns of “ sound” and “ music” produced and adopted by commoners and the
samurai ruling class, to consider modernization in northeastern Japan, and the effects of
globalization on these patterns. We sought to shed light on: (1) musical traditions of local
regions; (2) the education of “ music” by samurai’ s initiative; and (3) how local culture was
influenced and reshaped by Globalization.

Ranging from the late 1700s to the 1910s, we elucidated the intellectual history of rites and music,
and their practice at domain schools; local and foreign sounds perceived by a merchant scholar; the
pride and identity of samurai who mediated music’ s “ Westernization” in Japan; and the

di?appearance and reconstruction of “ traditional culture” in the face of the widespread “ Western

culture.”
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