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Research for foodstuff cooked by Jomon pottery and how to use properly.
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We have advanced technology for lipid analysis. We established the method
to extract organic compounds from analytical samples such as pottery, charred residues on pottery
sherds, and foodstuffs, while preventing contamination. The extracted organic compounds were
identified by GC-MS and the solution was introduced into GC-C-MS. An analytical method for
performing CSIA (Compound-specific isotope analysis) was established. We have built a mass
spectrometer system for CSIA specialized for archaeological and cultural property materials, and
started measurement and analysis.

We accumulated data from CSIA on foodstuffs of the Japanese archipelago, and determined the range
of each region to divide the foodstuffs into C3 plants, land mammals, ruminants, freshwater fish,
marine animals, and C4 plants.

We measured and analyzed samples excavated from more than 35 sites in Japan and abroad and
obtained interesting results.
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