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New Aspects of Kofun Period and Archaeological History of Japan from the results
of survey on Gowland Collection

ICHINOSE, KAZUO
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An Englishman William Gowland, while employed at the Japan Mint between 1872
and 1888, visited to measure, photograph and study the Japanese ancient tomb. As of 1889, the
Gowland’ s collection has been held by the British Museum and is on permanent display in the Japan
Gallery. Its Gowland Collection is widely known as one of the most important Kofun period
collections held abroad containing reliably recorded archaeological materials.

Our Project has been investigating Gowland and his associated materials distributed between Japan
and Britain. He investigated a main ancient tomb. The project simultaneously moved forward with
documenting the amount of written records collected and conducts a comprehensive examination that
links them to objects. It reassessed Gowland™s studies and research methods and the archaeological
history at that time. It attempts to be a diversified project that transmits its research results
internationally based on the perspective of public archaeology.
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