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This study examines statistics relating to foreign trade and internal trade

in British India, and analyzes the patterns and development of foreign and internal trade in a
comparative perspective. BK comparing the trade statistics of each presidency, which was the main
source from the early to the middle of the nineteenth century, with those of British India, and by
putting together the statistics of coasting, rail- and river-borne, and road-borne trade, along with
that of foreign trade, we find that there appears to have been a growth of internal trade,
especially in the second half of the nineteenth century. Induced by the growth of networks of
railways and steamships as a result of the growth of long-distance trade, domestic goods ranging
from local grains and spices to cotton textiles and sundries circulated across the subcontinent. The
pattern resembles the concurrent growth of foreign and regional trade in East Asian countries at a
similar stage of integration.
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