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Use of film studies approaches to understand the impact of popular culture on understanding of
policy issues. i o i i i
An understanding of attitudes contributing to the public policy debate around surveillance.

A cross-country study of attitudes to Snowden®"s revelations in Japan,
Germany, Spain, Sweden, Mexico, New Zealand, People®s Republic of China, and Taiwan. Showing some
useful and interesting similarities and differences between attitudes to government surveillance and
expectations of privacy across those countries. In order to analyse social policy issues, the
methods of film studies have been applied in new ways. This innovative method of analysis reveals
the process by which citizens understand concepts such as technical and legal power, control,
rationality, ethics, etc. via superhero movies

Information Ethics

Security Privacy



Ordinary people are now faced with significant invasions of their privacy and violations of
their information security from multiple directions. While many of these problems require
broad social solutions, there are areas of law, technology design and user practice that
could improve the outcomes for many people.

To identify the pressures on ordinary people with regards to invasions of their privacy and
violations of their security. To suggest further areas for research on developing technologies,
novel legal approaches, or user habits which would significantly improve security without
over-burdening users or those legitimately providing services to the benefit of users
(without exploitation of those users).

A combination of conceptual work on identifying the problems of privacy and security for
ordinary people, surveys on the habits and attitudes of those people, and suggested
solutions to the problems. A novel approach using humanities (primarily film studies) to
investigate ordinary people’s understanding of security policy issues is being developed as
part of the project.

Finalise the statistical, historical and social analysis of an international survey of attitudes
to Snowden7s revelations about US and UK (and other countries’) government mass spying
on the electronic communications or ordinary citizens.

Explore superhero movies and their presentation of societal security threats as a method of
understanding ordinary people’s perceptions of security policy.
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