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This stud% is an intensive historical study of the Zhuoshui River Basin in
central Taiwan from the 18th to the 20th century, in order to elucidate the configuration of the
territorial regime by Han merchant capital and the reorganization by colonial industrial capital,
and, in this scope, to reexamine the emergence and decline, division and relocation, destruction and
regeneration of cities. Until the 19th century, the project to connect every part of the basin
along the lines of channel was undertook mainly by Lukang merchants, while under Japanese rule,
after Han capital was introduced to improve numbers of scattered old-style sugar factories in the
first stage, a few Japanese corporations took them over and divided the basin into vast areas to
manage the sugarcane cultivation, sugar production, transportation and land property. The difference
and change in traditional townscape and the appearance of modern type of cities can be reassessed
in this perspective of territorial history.
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