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Studies on molecular functions of mid-size peptides derived from living system
and their basic research for practical drug discovery
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This medicinal chemistry research focuses on two biomolecules called *“
neuromedin U (NMU)” and “ myostatin” that are deeply involved in obesity and muscle weakness
caused by modern lifestyle and aging.

(1) NMU activates two NMU receptors (NMUR1 and NMUR2), and is a useful anti-obesity drug lead. Here,
we discovered a novel NMURL selective hexapeptide agonist CPN-267 that suppressed body weight gain
in wild-type mice. CPN-267 showed improved NMUR1 selectivity, serum stability, and pharmacokinetics
compared with conventional agonist CPN-170.

(2) Inhibition of myostatin 1s a promising strategy for treatment of muscle atrophic disorders. We
had already identified a 23-mer peptide (1) as a synthetic myostatin inhibitor. Structure-activity
relationship studies based on 1 consequently afforded 16-mer inhibitory peptide MIPE-1686, which
significantly increased not only muscle mass but also hindlimb grip strength in Duchenne muscular
dystrophic model mice.
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e LT, AR, Ay b=, FRUTLARRRTF R, T F R hbr e oiHisL
T INH D UERTTF -1 (GLP-1) 72 EOARTF RHFFEIXERE S ORI S8 0 |
HEERE B2 LT D, GLP-1 O REEEIFE CIIEHEE S DPP-IV 8 V72 S, GLP-1 @
HIebHF . EORHEET S DPP-1V [HEHISFERFIRER E LA I TS, 20X
INCRTF e e T HABREMRFEOFREIT ERKLARE LD REREL 2> T 5,
AHFZETIE, LR D 2 DDOAEKRS FICHET 57 F R a2 BARICHFSE 2 R LT,

() =a2—v AT U (NMU) | %, 1984 FZHEBELICLY, 7H#HFRHEI Y HfSh B
MBI _TF R THY ., FUEHEROASK Y — XL LTHRAWITER SN TWS, L, NMU
B D 2 O EM (18, 28)) KA |ZRT2HBWT T=2 hOAIRITERTH -T2,
1ANIRREME, 2 ANITPHMEZ BRIRCTH D23, BRGSO K AFEMRICHT T 2R 2 %55
I PO SN TV, £ 2 TH4I1Z, NMU O C Rigd@m#iE s B LsiErEm
BAWFZE (SAR) 12XV, BN T T=X FOEHBEZRAALTE T, S0 2 FERIRELZ RS
7 =2 h CPN-116 3 L OUEBRINMETEMET 2= 2 |+ CPN-170 (WP d 6 7 5) of#
BHLTRY. . F22nb 7 =& hOMmiEF TOMRBEEIWERAL 2 RGBT CTRIE LTz,
Dz, EERNZEENE OGN T = FOAIRNFEEL 20 Sooh BRI TH - T-,
Q) =AFAXF ] ITTGF-BA— =77 IV —|Z@ L, BHEHEEZAIZHET 501 T
b5, YHELRTFORBEWC~ A FAZF o hibiaR G CIIGENAZICHEMNT 5 2 &N
Do TEY, JivA FAXF URIETIER AHEIRO POC 3N SV TW e, & Z AN, g
BI/NS 72 _XTF RIZE D~ A FAZTF U 2RI ET 2GR ChH 72, Fxld, &
KD AFAZTUHEMEICEB L, ~UASTA T AZ T URHIBRIERSNG, ~A FAZX T
COMREEILET 57T N1 (23 i, m/MEGEEAL) &2 HRUCERT CA L T,
72s AT F FOFBHEMMBIFILT 23 =2 0 XBHV A b7 4 —FF )b mde ~ 7 ARIEE R
~OFENEG THERINLTEY (20%H) | AISKEEE S 7- & L beiE 2 Rk 3 5 2 &
T, LR EREE~OBEANIGFTEZ DO ThHo T2,
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(1) NMU #FHERARTF R &2 2P o g2 Iz B8V Cid, 1 RS B IRERINE 7 3 =X
FXT7F ORI, NMU 3L ORIE, (RELE(LE M LdFEakog| iz B It
DT,

Q) ZEMEMIRBILIRD 72D DEIEVE~ A 2 X F U ERTF RFARPIZE X, ERo~L7
T R 1 2T U7 SAR I X 20 A @isEFH SR OAI & R~ A A A X F U IE
TEMEFRBLO 7= O 7y 1-FEREMF A %2 B MIC g 2 s 7=,
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P TR U726 0 2 1EMERE I AV 72,

(1) NMU #FE R~ TF R & W7 HUEm S o B 8FE

1| RIS RIEEIRGT T =R T F FOAIFNZB O Tk, BEFHEREROIAICER L.
HERIRT 2 JEZIEH L= SAR e 2 3k L7, 7 3 =& MEMIZ, b b 1R KON 2 RZRIK
T2 REFRBLT S CHO Mgz vy, MaN I v T SRS & FRIEICREE L7,

NMU s OREIZB W TIE, MiGH I L TV DEERICER L. BEAIO RN
L BRTF FORENERIZICEEROREZRA T, MIFICHRN L7 F Rk, C18 [EFl
H— Y o PHRHNTHIH L, ¥ HPLC IZ TXT7F FOLEME L OFEA SN LR EY 2 %
Wr L7z, o REITERSIIC TIT- 72,

R e ZRR LS8R o8, [FE U-BEE IS X D YIWrEBALE L oM 2 375E L7
RTF R L, 7a=A MEEEHZEEOE R 2 b a2 D7,

RTF ROEWBREMHTIT Wistar 7 v b2 AW ZEFRIRNE G-, REBINIHIZIR O BEHT
ddy ¥~ 7 A% W= 2 TR 52 TEM L=,

Q) MHEMIEIREBTERO =D D @G~ A A A X F U ERT T FAIRZE

ME EIEEFEAROAIHICB W TIE, 23 ETF R 1 O£ T I/ Bk BRI E#
5 SAR W3 D 7=, X7 F KD~ A 4 A X F U RLEEMIZ, HEK293 fifnz AV T~ A 4 A
BF UGBS T 25— B L R—F2—T v AI12X VLT,

~ A F AL T URAEIEERBLO 72D O 4y TRV T, SAR AFSE & ] e (CD)
AR NENTOWE NS MR EZH55 2 L ThgtztED 7=, CD A7 MUk, 222-8U 70
FoxH ) — & 10%ET20mM U gy 77— (pH7.4) ZHAWTRTF REE 5 uM (2
THIE LT, REET NV mdy ~ 7 ARB LI OEAR ICR ~ U A~D_XTF N5 TIL, AR
AKIZT0.75 mM IZFHHL L 72 _ 7 F RIER % 40 pL NI day 0 38 K O day 14 [ZVES L 7=, day
2 IIBILIHERBBIOCENZIE L%, MU 2E-RL, ~~ o) r-mg
BERTHKmEZRNT 52 LT, XTF NI X DR REZREL 7,
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| SRR T T =2 b7 F ROABUCRB W TIE, BEFEN R ER CTH - 72 N Rl
N5 2F5HH O Phe D ANLICHEH Lic, RENIC, BmWERLEZEANT S Z LT, 18RI
PR BT D2 L2 RE LD, KIEBE (0.1 nM) (2B 57 I =& MEM: &R O [ )
5. NRI S 2EHORBENA > F—LThHDHZ L (Trp) DEELWEEREZH-,

NMU 53 i ORIEICIB W TE, MiFH o hr B UiCEH Le, b ey B Ui Pro-Arg Bl
P2k L. D C KO TF NiEGZEUIRT25 2 LMo TV, NMU B8 X U0~
DA U 72 358 R X Pro-Arg Fe 8 % 5 7 ARRERFSEBHARRTIC . BEIZ CPN-170 & HIV\ T Arg-Asn
BORTF RESWREIMENA Z 2L LTWE (M1A) . 22C, ErW ey
v UBEAIPPACK B L OV b o BV TRERIT VT ha A a2 MiERIciRnLz & 2 A,
CPN-170 O EMNTREEANCTE 95 Z LD D . Arg-Asn DT F RiEE DU S iz
P EIN72<7eotz, Fl2, 25 FKENGRDINEMEE N NMU 2 W 7 fFha v
H. PPACK OWMNZ LY C KD Arg-Asn [ DO~7F NiEEUIWR R o/l ho7z, Lz
Bo T, MHFIZEITE NMU BLXURZOFERONRBHIZEDIRBEZS be B THDHZ L
MPIRIE X T2,

Rt e b 24510 L7=iF B8R O AI5LC B\ CTiE, Pro & 5 W) 3 Arg OREERSE 286 HICE
L7223, {EMREOZOOaTHEETH DT I NMb C Kim 37%%E (Pro-Arg-Asn-amide) D
EHEIIRETHD Z Elbhote, EZAN, Eibo 1 RS FRERIRGT 2 =2 MR O 7=
@D SAR HFFEDIEFE T, Felifb S 72 N R 2 785 H Trp (b B D P4 H T2 D)
o AFMETH 2L TG T CHEBAL EICHFIETE 5 2 & & R L7- (CPN-267 OA|#L
X 1A) , CPN-170 OIS 5 3 LINTH B DIZxF L, CPN-267 (£7 v FIFH T3
BRI EE 7257 (K1B) . Z4iE, har by OLERBEBICIHBWT S4 K7y ME
aryl-binding site & L CHIHALTH Y | P4 FALOMIE (ZDHEIETA o F—L) OMEDR a AT
JEIZ X > TR E L RVWEJEICETE SNT-Z ENRTEDOER & Z8RTE 5, EEUMEAL
NOEENT- P4 SN OAEGE A X 0 B L ELFRE/R Z L 2R L2 IR ICH L Th 5
EEZ, ABOXRTF FABRICBIT 2 EEEIEO —D2 LR 0 ELLDTH S,

CPN-267 @ in vivo (28 28 HAEZMEET 2 2 & & BrC, 33D ENREMANT 2 2506 L 7=,
Z DFER., CPN-267 O )i A& IEf (MRT) 728 33.6 9 CTHY ., CPN-170 D 11555 Xk 0 b
F3fEUELR (K1C0) , CPN-267 DIl F COZENNZDO—NTHLZ ENBEZLND,
BRIC, BAER~ O A~ R TR L 5 REE NI 2 E %2 BEE L7z, CPN-267 % 0, 24, 48
IRFfE1 D 3 Bl T G- L, AR REEINIGEI R R Sz (M1D) |

P EDfEFR XY AL L7 18 NMU Z B8R T 9 = A b CPN-267 1%, BEICAIR X3 C
W5 27 NMU ZAAEIRAT 2= A b CPN-116 & 32, 4% O HUIE AR 78052 2 AR RE
RMTAFZEICI N T, AR —XH DTV — L5 Z ERHIR S5,

<A. #EE AR (SAR) %> MEhTORBES <B. ZwhiLiE PR E 1 E>
| <NMUDCK kst mHliE > P hRvE ORE 100
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=
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2) HZEMMEBTTRO =D DO EIEM~ A 4 A X F UL EST T AR

FP, H2A R TNTF R (Fa RAA 2 21-43 1) DO FHEREZMRIAT 572012, %
T EE1EET O Ala [CEBRLEFERZER L, ~A 42X F UMEEMNZ M L7
(Ala AF¥ v ) , ZTOFEFR, N KU Trp, 27 i Tyr, 30 iz XY C K4 T D Ile B L Leu
FRENHEEEERBICEE CHAZENRHLMME o T-, £Z T, INHOT I ) BERIEIZE
H L7z SAR W2 4 J109IZ B L7,

Z O THEIBGRWEILE L C270 Tyr N N5, X7 F K1 OFRHNIIFEZ B2 TEEIC
RIFESNTODN, 27TMR Tyr 7eDIE~ T A, Ty b, VR EDTF->HEOATH S, &
FaEEOTITFEAEOFEMN Ser I TH D, BEIC, & PHEEOMY T3 23 HIATF FCTHE
BEEZRHMET 2 LHOLNCTHNZ E N> TE Y, FoWEICEEICA BN D Tyr FEEEOE
FMEZOWTHFE L2, ZDFEH, Phe =° Trp ([CEH LIZFEARTIZLATF F 1 L ESDOE
EMEA R LIZ02x L, His X° Gln, Arg, Glu 23 A U 72758 CIIFLERE O THE 2255 2358
oz, DI, BKEOBEFET I BPRIANAFET D2 &N, XTF K1 OFEN
AT AR T UHBIINETHD I ENRRERINT (K2B) , —FH T, CD A7 MHIE
WZ XD TRIBERTCIE, XTF RN a~) v AEEEERT2MEEEAT D2 Enbh
STW, 2D a~Y v 7 ATERREEDOEEMIZE L THETT 5729, helix breaker & L CHW 5
5 Pro &, VEMEFEHUCEE TILARWVERE (24 A7 Asn. 28 /i Ser. 32 {7 Ala. 36 it Gln. 40 fif
Lys) \(CEALZFHEREZE 2GR LT, 2NHDH B, 3200L 36 (Ll Pro # & %~ EALT-#H
BRIZBWTC, v A A AXFUHEFMELE o~V v 7 ABREDRE N HHICHF IR ST
ZEMD, 32-36 MJEN A THEBRE LTanY v AEEETER LGS 2 L AVRIE S LS,
ZoBE, 2-o08KE (D, @) BNERSNLZENaqrET LI ESR (K2B) |
RXTF N1 ORI Ie~A T AZTF B ICERE2HENEREZHA O THZ ENTE T,

— 5T, IEMERRIE & R 1F) L 72 SAR IZEBW T, N K Trp & 2-F 7 F A4 F o7 v F L ikicd
%2 & TR SEOEEMR LGB b (X7 F K2) . KRIZ, 3247 Ala % Trp (2, 38 fif
Leu % Ile (Z{E#e L7275 8K TF R 3N FICH A M AR EEEZ R LEZ (W2A) , 20
RTF R I LI/EET N mdx ~ 7 A L OEAR ICR ~ v ADOFIKEE & D VWIEHEE G~
ANEEGIZE Y, fEEE 10-35%HE NS, BHEELRHERIREEZ R L (K2C) . £k
W, RTFRIZHKIC LT 2050 SAR IR TR Z 21 7=, —2l%, BIbomFTth 5, 24
AT Ser Z B A L, 28 i Ser & DHIEBI T/ NV Z V% HWT Y 27 VEEKE & i L T2 Bk
RTF RHFEENRTF R3 LRISOMERLEZ T EE2HRE L, b —2i%, /D
et Ch D, KM, 6 I 16 FEIL O/~ TF K MIPE-1686 78 in vitro TX7F K
3LV 2~ A T AZTF UBRERERT Z EERE L, /MUE~TF K MIPE-1686
I, ANEGIZED mde ~ U ADOBERITEH 130% 2K EIE7 (X2D) . AlG, fifkhe
BENREFGDH Z LTS LT, miE M b~7"F K 3 X° MIPE-1686 OO R it 4 Sk L 72
EZA WTRD B U— MEIENREWZ ERHLNE oz, AFERIZ. a~Y v 7 XETB
KT HDMEERT XTI T R LR~ AT AZT UREEREATHA L2 RIBLTED,
RS FRAT I ZEIC L 2 M2 AR BE D EIA 23 | A % DR FEAIBIR ICI W TEELREE 5 2 5,

U bEofER LY, Forid, HEMEEBTROZO D~ A 42X F U ERIKICBWT, A
B R_RTF Ry —RX5 AT 22 LR TE 72, £72 SARIC X WSS 72 8 RITA % o & 3K 5B
BICBITIAEMREHRE LTIEATE LD TH S,

<A. BEE AR RS> <D. NEUERTF FOBFEEERER (mdxT I R)>
o) IC50 (M)
22 27 32 38 43 = 8 *
peptide 1 ) RONTRYSRIEAIKIQILSKLRL-amide 3.56 2 5 (p<0.05)
HN NH, - )
o 315 RE 6
MY s
peptide 2 0\)1\RQNTRYSRIEAIKIQILSKLRL-amide 1.19 "y,
" o 5
o 445 g
peptide 3 O\)I\RQNTRYSRIEWIKIQIISKLRL-amide 0.32 £ 2 saline MIPE-1686
<B. peptide 1 (27-431f) DHEFEH#EE> <C. peptide 3 DRI KZHE (mdx< ™9 R)>
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