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Field Observation and Comprehensive Study on Ship Breaking and Recycling
Industry in Bangladesh

Hasegawa, Hiroshi
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Ship Breaking and Rec¥cling Industry (SBRI% in Bangladesh is dismantling
majority of the end-of-loe ships by open beaching method. Accordinlgy, ship dismantling carries the
blame of releasing potentially toxic elements to coastal and marine environment enrisking the food
chain through potnetial bioaccumulation and biomagnification. This study aimed to assess
concentrations and seasonal variations of toxic elements in SBRIs in Bangaldesh for their source
apportionment by using contamination factor and multivariate statistical analysis beside assessing
health risk. The results of this study will help in planning contamination control efforts at yard
levels to improve the environmental quality at the SBRIs in Bangladesh. The results could also be
used in planning better occupational safety for the people active in the ship breaking yards both in
Bangladesh and elsewhere.
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