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The purpose of this research project was to analyze the governance on
development in the metropolitan Southeast Asia in the era of globalization and ASEAN. Our research
members conducted collaborative researches in the four metropolitans, Manila (the Philippines),
Jakarta (Indonesia), Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) and Bangkok (Thailand). One of the main focuses was the

role of the state in the Metropolitan development. The research results su?gest that the following
simple dichotomy cannot be applicable to the land management in the metropolitan areas: the role of
the state is bigger if the regime is authoritarian and centralistic while the role of the state is
weaker if the regime is democratic and decentralistic. The extent of the state power in the
Metropolitan land development is also decided by other factors such as the authority of local
government(s), the layers and numbers of local governments in the metropolis, actors other than
government such as developers and royal family.
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