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This study clarified the current reconfiguration of “ the social,” a
collectivity and connectedness that supposedly ensures a sense of security in life among people,
which emerges in interactions with the contemporary neoliberal governmentality and ensuing precarity

experienced by the urban residents in the Philippines. It further discussed that such
reconfiguration can be clearly observed in the process of decentralization and liberalization since
the early 1990s of the Philippines. Focusing on the ethnographies of precarity which defines the
various localities of the Philippines, the study examines various cases which indicate the
complicacy of the emergent social which, on one hand, works to expand the solidarity among the poor
but, on the other hand, advances the neoliberal logic of resilience, self-reliance, and
entrepreneurial citizenry.
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