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We assembled the Mexico-US customs transaction dataset which records
matching of exporter and importer for each transaction. Our research provides two new findings about
buyer-supplier relationships in international trade. First, exporters match importers that have
similar ranks of abilities. Their matching pattern is similar to worker-firm matching or
college-students matching, but strikingly different from the implication of traditional anonymous
markets where matching is irrelevant. Second, trade liberalization yields a new type of gain that
improves matching of exporters and importers.
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