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This study examines how the global commodity circuit for Bolga baskets, a

Ghanaian handicraft item, has been maintained by analyzing the associated marketing/consumption
practices. Five different, partly overlapping circuits of consumption are identified. This
multiplicity of consumption circuits provides markets for the various kinds of baskets. While some
circuits emphasize alternative consumption practices, the results of interviews with retailers and
analysis of consumers’ blogs and online reviews suggests that consumers actually demand
higher-quality baskets of moderate prices. This study then examines the trading practices
wholesalers employ to meet the demands of “ picky” consumers and the former’ s relationship with
weavers and local middlemen. It describes the circuits cannot be maintained without flexible trading
practices based on the holistic understandings of the life in the basket-producing villages, which
leads to an adequate supply of higher-quality baskets.
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