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This project explored the causes and consequences of autocratic elections.
In so doing, | offered a theory of autocratic elections and tested the theory on a battery of
cross-national analyses and comparative case studies of the Central Asian Republics. Autocrats are
able to manipulate election results in favor of themselves via electoral malpractice and electoral
system change. Those measures facilitate overwhelming election victories but they also undermine
various informational benefits that elections may bring. Under the constraint of this "electoral
dilemma,™ autocrats design elections. Designed elections then have important implications on
economic policy and post-electoral conflicts in the form of political business cycles, popular
protests and leadership turnover. Part of the project has been published as book chapters or journal
articles and also presented in multiple conferences and invited workshops.
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