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Measurements of Radioactivity Distributions in Several Woods Sampled in
Fukushima prefecture
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Radioactivity distributions of cross-sectional wood sampled in Fukushima
prefecture were measured using imaging plates. Measurement results of konara oak show that
radioactivity in sapwood is higher than that in heartwood, and it is dependent on heights from the
ground. From radioactivity measurements of Japanese red pine and ceder sampled in forests over 0.5
micro-Sv/h dose rates, it is found that these radioactivities were quite small. In the Japanese red
pine, the radioactivities between the heartwood and the sapwood are similar; while in the Japanese
ceder the radioactivity in the heartwood is higher than the sapwood. Because of quite small amount
of the radioactivity, we have to consider natural radioisotopes, like potassium-40 and carbon-14 to
analyze radioactivity in woods.
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