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Developing elementary and secondary science education modules that make an
active connection between scientific concepts and everyday life experience

HIROKI, Masanori
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According to some international and domestic surveys, many of Japanese
youths don"t think science lessons in elementary and secondary schools are not useful for life. To
overgom? this situation, we worked on developing learning modules (i.e. lesson programs) and
curricula.

In the current curriculum for elementary and junior high schools in Japan, the scientific concepts
to be learned are not selected on the basis of their usefulness in life. So in this study,1)we chose
scientific concepts on the basis of their usefulness and necessity,so that they might serve as
literacy for every person regardless of one"s occupation or inhabited area,2)we developed modules to
learn those scientific concepts through investigative activities from everyday life experiences,and
3)we developed a skeleton of a curriculum where those scientific concepts could be learned. We will
continue our study to develop modules and curricula, after this period of KAKENHI-aid, whether any
research fund is adopted or not.
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