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In this project, | analyzed a relation between genetics and radiation in the

1950s in Japan. In particular, | aimed to examine how Japanese geneticists communicated the two
opposing aspects of radiation, risks and benefits, to the public and how that was related to the
international socio-political context and scientific findings of the time. Through this project, 1
found that Japanese geneticists remained silent about genetic effects of radiation until the end of
1956. This Japanese reaction contrasted with that of American geneticists as well as Japanese
scientists of the other fields, as they voiced criticisms sharply after the Bikini Incident. |1
suggest that the silence can be explained by a combination of the Cold War context, the
Atoms-for-Peace campaign, and the genetics project of Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission, and I am
currently analyzing the dynamics shaping the geneticists’ communication about radiation.
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