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Ancient pottery production under the ritsuryo system- the Reconsideration about
classification of Haji and Sue ware

JINNO, Megumi
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During the 7th and 8th centuries, people mainly used two types of
earthenware: Sue ware and Haji ware. Based on the chemical analysis of the clay used in both types
of earthenware, | believe that it is highly likely that Sue ware was made from clay collected in
mountainous areas, while Haji ware was made from clay collected near cultivated fields and villages.

It was also pointed out that many of the Sue ware from the Narayama Kilns were included in Groups |
and 11, which have been attributed to the Suemura kilns in Osaka. In particular, it was confirmed
that it is generally possible to distinguish between the eastern Nara kilns and the Suemura kilns on
the differences in trace elements in X-ray fluorescence analysis. In the Kamo Basin area near Heijo
capital, in the Narayama Hills in the northern suburbs of Heijo capital city, an exclusive layout

of Sue ware production in the east and rooftiles production in the west was planned during the
relocation of the capital to Heijo capital.
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