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The increase of foreign visitors and changes of border regions in Japan
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This study investigated the following three topics: 1. recent trends of the
border studies, 2. changes in the number of foreign visitors to Japan and Japanese visitors abroad,
3. Tield studies to clarify changes of border regions in Japan with the rapid increase of foreign
visitors, for example, Tsushima i1sland, Ishigaki island, Yonaguni island.

As a result of the study, it has shown that Japan has witnessed the rapid increase of foreign
visitors in her border islands coming directly from East Asian countries by ships. This means that
the positionality of border regions changed from the marginal areas of the national territory to the

cross-border and cross-cultural regions in East Asia.
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